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LETTERS OF JAMES INNERARITY
THE WAR OF 1812

Nassau 14th July 1812
Alexander Gordon Esq
It is unnecessary to detail to you the various causes
that retarded my arrival at this place until the 30th
Ulto when my regret at learning your departure for
England was in some measure alleviated by your esteemed favor of the 8 June which our mutual friend
Mr. Forbes put into my hand
Had I fortunately arrived here previous to your
departure I should certainly have troubled you with a
memorandum of articles wanted for the W. Florida
Market. As these, however, are chiefly confined to
Blankets & Coarse Woolens they could not now arrive in time to be disposed of during the present season. The situation of that Country is also somewhat
critical, & may be such as to render it desirable to
have as little property of a destructible nature there
as possible. The news that has come to this place
since my arrival renders me not a little anxious on the
latter point. It remains, however to be seen if the
Congress will declare war also against Spain, & I
still have some faint hopes to the contrary. I have
written my friend, Uncle, & ci-devant Tutor Mr. Craik
a long letter on the subject of Mr. Panton’s Estate 1
which he will probably shew you if at the time of its
arrival you should be in that Country. I have (from
Note-These letters are in continuation of the series of
documents, survivals of the records of Panton, Leslie & Co.
preserved by the family of John Innerarity, a partner of that
firm, the publication of which will be continuous in the QUARTERLY. These are in the possession of Mrs. John W. Greenslade, who has transcribed them.
1
This letter will appear in an early issue of the QUARTERLY.
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fear of its falling into improper hands) touched but
slightly on the matter that forms the principal subject
of yours to me. You can, however, explain it to him
more fully. My opinion respecting it has been somewhat altered since my arrival here by the perusal of a
letter shewn me by Mr. F. (& which he had not an
opportunity of shewing to you from the hurry you
were engaged in previous to yr. departure) discovered
by him in St. Augustine, written by W.P. [William
Panton (?)] to yr. Uncle in which is the paragraph
following.
After mentioning some disputes [?] & political
misundersandings that had arisen between McGillivray & our Western Governmt. he says : “In the mean“time he has very formally resigned not only his Com“mission, but also all manner of right or pretension to
“the share of profit which you know I allotted to him
“for his trouble in conducting our business in the Na“tion. I consider this act as proceeding from his love
“of us, and seeing himself in disgrace imagine that
“our interest might be injured even from the report
“of his being one of the Commission. I have there“fore, taken no manner of notice of the thing to him,
“or indeed to any one else, & shall continue to use my
“best offices to get things restored to their ancient
“footing”. This letter is dated 20 November 1788.
The long pending question to whom shall the Floridas belong? appears now on the point of decision,
until that takes place the plan of importing Highlanders to the Appalachicola cannot be resolved on. It is
one that I much approve of, but if the Country remain to Spain, I apprehend the permission of the
Cortez, or at least of the Captn Genl. of Havannah
would be necessary. If it passes into the hands of the
U. S. there will be no obstacle to the settlement, and
we must then set about it with energy. A more cor-
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rect plan of the land, including the two Cessions, is
now here. The former one which gives a good general idea of it will be sent home in yr. Schooner Swift-to your address. Upwards of 30,000 acres have been
laid off in Sections for Sale on the West bank of Wakhulla, from Kinnaird’s place to the Sea.
My Brother desired me to make his Compliments
& excuses to you for not writing, as he was at the time
of my departure much occupied. I remain with true
esteem, My Dear Sir,
yours very truly
J AMES

I NNERARITY

Nassau 31 July 1812
Dear Sir
I have nothing at present to add to the above, except that in consequence of the receipt of President
Maddison’s declaration of war, & the outrages committed by the American troops & patriots in East Florida, of which province they still keep possession, I
mean to turn my face homewards in the course of the
ensuing week. As soon, however, as things begin
again to move smoothly which I hope will be in the
course of a few months, say by December or January,
I propose doing myself the pleasure of taking you by
the hand in this place, & meantime am as before-J.I.
[James Innerarity]
*
*
*
Nassau 27th July 1812
[To ............... Craik, Esq.]
Dear Sir,
Only three days ago we received information of the
American declaration of War, in consequence of which
I shall return immediately to W. Florida, which it is

Published by STARS, 1931

3

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 10 [1931], No. 3, Art. 5

137
no doubt the intention of the U. S. Government to
seize, as they have done E. Florida, both provinces
having long been objects of their ambition. Our firm
will in consequence as British Subjects be placed under
arduous circumstances, particularly in regard to Real
property, which after a certain period that will no
doubt be allowed for its disposal, it is probable we shall
no longer be allowed to hold, and shall have no other
means of securing from an escheat to that Governmt.
but by one of our members becoming a citizen of the
U. S. and sheltering the whole under his name.
The Appalachicola lands are in the same predicament; whilst we continue to manage them as representatives of the deceased partners we shall do the best
we can for their preservation. To place them under
the name of a third person, however, (which must be
done by a formal Sale) is what we would not venture
on without further authority from the Heirs, nor is
there indeed in that Country anyone out of our own
Connection, whom we would trust in so momentous an
affair. Nothing, however, will be done hastily in our
own Concerns, and you & the other heirs of the deceased partners will have time to consult together on
the plan you may think best to pursue.
Allow me, however, to mention that which appears
to me the most proper-It is that seeing your distance
is so great as to preclude you from acting on an emergency I would recommend that the heirs of Mr. Panton
& Mr. Leslie, in so far as they may each be concerned,
name Mr. John Forbes, who will be here, or in Florida,
their Attorney in this particular case, granting him
power to make a bona fide sale, or with reference to
the Contingency mentioned, to place the lands under
the name of a third person by such deeds as may be
necessary for that purpose, and for the Security of the
lands: giving him also power to name an attorney, or
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attorneys under him, for the same purpose. Should
the Leslie family object to this power to Mr. Forbes
alone, they may appoint any other they please to act
with him, jointly, or Separately,-No time however,
ought to be lost coming to a determination and communicating it.
In conformity with what I wrote you on the 11th
I shall leave a letter of instruction with Mr. Forbes to
buy in Mr. Panton’s third share of the Houses, & Lots
belonging to the Estates in this town (advertised for
Sale on the 18th August) in my name, but for account
of our general family connection, provided they do not
advance beyond a certain low value. I do this, as
well in consequence of your wish expressed in your
letter to Mr. F. of 25th March, “that no part of the
property should be sacrificed,” as of my own sense of
the propriety of the step.
Nevertheless if you & the heirs do not see proper
to approve it, I shall be content to take the purchase
really on my own account, & be responsible for its
amount. Only I must request that the heirs be pleased
to notify their assent, or dissent by the first occasion.
As, in case of their disapproving the measure I must
again bring the property to Sale without loss of time,
to enable me to make good the value. I remain ut ante
-J.I.- [James Innerarity]
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